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Instructions to Authors 
Editorial policy: The Journal wlll publish the followmg types o r artIcles in the 
field of Botany: Re.\'t:Clrch arfidl'J: All cuntributions must be based on original re-
sean,: h, must not be undercollsiderallon fOf publIcatIOn e lsewhere, and should COll-
stitute a defilllte advance in knowledge in that field. The manuscript should 
usually (a) state a problem or hypothesIs, (b) describe how reproducible data was 
obtailled 10 answer the problem or test the hypothesis, and (c) come to a cunclu-
sion. (The fact that nobody has ever looked at an aspect such as the chemical COln-
positIon or morphology or species composition O[ any other aspect of a plant or 
group of plants will not qualify a manuscript on that topic for publication unless It 
leads to a slgmficant advance in our sCH':lltific knowledge.) Short wmmulli!atiolls: 
The same re4uirements as for research articles apply, but short research articles 
should contain new and meaningful resul ts which warrant urgent pllb[icatlOn and 
which may appear in a mOTe comprehensive article at a later .~tage. Revinv artiel!'.\": 
The.~e wrll be accepted lflhe reviewer summarize.~ and cfltica!ly eva[lIate.~ the data 
ot other workers and (a) come.~ to new conclUSions regardmg the problems rnve.~­
trgated or {b) indicates a gap in o ur knowledge, which H!4uires additional research. 
Contnbutors are adVised to send the Scientific Editor an outllne before wrrting a 
rev iew paper. Bllok review.r: ConcIse objective evaluatIOn of books which have 
recently heen published Will be solicited by the ScientIfic Editor. Leller.\" to the 
Editor: CritiCism or comments on any ar\lcJes that have recently appeared in the 
S. Afr. J. BOI. will be published at the discretIOn of the Scientific Editor. 
Contnbutions published in Ihe Journa{ become the copynght of the South Affl-
can ASSOCiation of Botanists and the National Botanical Institute, but authors bear 
sole respons Ibility for the factual accuracy of their paper.s. 
All papers will be critically reviewed by two or more referees on whose advice 
the Editorial Committee will accept or reject contnbutions. AJI refereemg is 
strictly confidential. 
AUlhors should quote manuscript number.~ m all correspondence and should 
note that, due to .storage problems, the manuscript may be de.~troyed 12 months 
after the arlicle has been published. If authors want their original drawings back 
they should indicate this in a letter accompanying the final manuscript or contact 
the Copy-Editor dIrectly not later than six months after publication. 
Presentation: Contributions must be writLen in English. Manuscripts must be 
typed on A4 paper, using one-and-a-half or double spacing, with a 30-mm margm 
on the left SIde. Care should be taken that a type IS u.~ed where letters do not touch 
each other, as final manuscripts are read by an optical scanner. Underlining that 
touches the [etters should also be avoided - words should rather be typed in italics 
Four clear copies must be submnted. If the artide was oriJ.:inated lin (/ (IImputer, 
please a[.Io .l"Uppiy II wry f1·the diskette when the fino! revision i.l· .l"Uhmiued. The 
P"Wrofl/ u.wd .\"Iwu/d he indiwted 011 the diskette itself, tol{ether with the manu-
script numher t1" the artide. Photographs must be submitted in quadruplicate. In 
the case of lIne drawings the original plus three clear phOiocopies will suffice. The 
original set should be marked as such. 
The lay-out should conform to the following sequence: Title page wah title, 
author's name(s ), addressees), e-milil addresS, both abstracL~ , keywords, and then, 
beginning on a new page, Introduction , Materials and Methods, Results, Discus-
sion, Acknowledgement.~ and References. Tables {each on a separate page), 
caption.~ for figures (group~d togelher) and the figures should then follow. In the 
case of a short communication, no headings other than Acknowledgements and 
References should be used. All pages must be numbered consecutively, including 
the title page and those containing reference.s , tables and captions for figurc.~. 
Title: This shou ld be as concise as pos.~ibJe and appropriately inform<ltive for 
retrieval by modern se<lrching ttXhni4ues. Except in the case of certain taxonomic 
papers. the names of taxa should be used without author citations. 
Author(s}: Names should be preceded by initials only, but in some cases one first 
name may be given. The initials should then be given at the bottom of the page, to 
be used in the contents list. Should an <luthor's address have ch<lnged since the 
research wa.~ carried out, the new address must be gIven as a footnote. 
Abstracts: All articles must contain an abstract which should be a concise sum-
mary of the article in not more than 200 words. The title should not be repeated. 
Abstracts should only contain infonnation appearing in the paper. Names of taxa 
together with their author citation should appear in the abstract unless there are too 
many in which case only the important t<lxa should be mentioned. 
Keywords: Approximately five keywords for the article must be proVIded III 
Engli.~h in alphabetical order. 
Introduction: The introduction should outline the problem in general and make 
clear the object of the work reported. References to previous work are permbsible 
only if they bear directly on the subject of the article or point to the need for further 
investigation. A detailed and extensive review of the literature is usually in-
appropriate. 
Procedures or Methods: These .should be de.~cribed briefly but in sufficient 
detail to allow repetition of the work. It is frequently important to mention the 
source of materials u~ed, especially of Jiving organisms. Accepted nomencl<lture 
and abbreviations may be used for standard methods, chemical compounds, 
hormones, enzymes, etc. A reference i.~ sufficient for a previously described 
method unless the prlllciple mvolved is not self-evident, in which case it should 
be indicated . 
Results : The main results .~hould be stated in the text. with references to any 
tables, diagrams or illustrations where the supporting evidence is to be found. The 
same applies to any .~pecial features or incidental results considered to be of inter-
e.st. It is ·not necessary to de.scribe the contents of tables in the text. 
Discussion or Conclusions: These he<ldings are sometimes not needed. The 
second IS appropnate when the conclusions from the work can he conveyed 1Il a 
few sentences. Under the fust heading, the pnnnpal results should he cfllH:ally 
discu.~sed m logIcal order <lnd the cOl1ciusmm trom them shou ld be ~tated; results 
that suggest new lines of study should he pOllned out: attentIon may be drawn to 
the implications of the resulls and to agreements or dls<lgreements wuh prev ious 
work. The DiscU.~.~lOn ~houJd not consIst merely of a repetitllJll in a dlffen:nt order 
of the contents of precedmg sectlOns. 
Acknowledgements: Ackl1ow ledgelTH::nb should be kepI to the millllnUlI! cum-
patible with the reqUl rement.~ of cuurtesy . 
References: References in the text should he clIed a~ follows ·Jone.s <lod ~11lche[1 
(11J74 ) staled. or .. (Jones & Mltehell 1')7'+),. when glVlIlg a reference sllilply 
as authority for ;1 statement. Use the name of the t"Jrst author fo llowed by ('[ ul 
when the complete CitatIOn involves more than two authors. A lis t of publications 
to which reference has been made III the text rHust he presented alphahetlCally 
accordmg to authors· names and chronologlc;dly under each author. wllh a, b, c. 
etc. when more than one reference per ye<lf from the ~all\e <luthor(s) IS involved. A 
personal cOinmunicatmll must be confrued to the text and not be mc1uded in the 
list of refercnces. In lhe Ilsl. authors' name~ should be typed ru capItals as indl" 
cated below. Only the ,lbbrevlateJ \1tks of journals folloWlllg the latest ed!\lOn of 
the World List o( Scielll!jil Pl'ritlflh a{.\", wntten 111 Hailes, must be given. Latin 
names should also be gIven III Hailcs. Examples: 
CODD, L.E. 1975. PlectrantJ1Il.\ (LabIatae) and :J. lhed genera 1Il southern Afnc<l. 
Botlw/ia I r: 37 1- 4-l2. 
JONES, E.P., SMITH, P. & MASTERS , Q. 1'>74. Methods in photosynthesis. In: 
Methods in plant physiology, ed. J.P. Sykes. 2nd edn. Vol. II. Ch. X. pp . 335-
339. Longman. London. 
VIUOEN, P.J.c. 1953. The embryology of some weed speCIes . MSc. theSIS. 
University of Pretoria, Pretoria. 
Tables: These are expensIve to print and theIr number <lnd sIze should be kepI to 
a minimum. The same data should not he pre~ented III tables <lnd graphs. Each 
table should be typed on a separate sheet and should be numbered consecutIvely 
in order of appeamnce, u.~ i ng Arabic numeral~. Attenllon should be paid to the lIm-
itations imposed by the sIze of the primed page . Asterisk.~ should only be used to 
denote statistica!ly SIgnIficant differences. Lower ca.~e [ellers used a.~ superscnpts 
(e.g . a, 11 , C) should be used as references to footnotes. 
Illustrations: These should be SUbmitted separately from the text. The rules for 
numbering are the same as for tables. Photograph.~ .~hould be of a good quality on 
glossy paper with cle<lr detal 1.~ and adequ<lte contras t. Drawings, diagrams, graphs 
etc. should be executed in black India ink on good-quality paper or trac ing film. 
Photocopies are usual1y unacceptable for fina l reproduction. An il1ustration should 
not exceed twice the hnear dimension.~ desired in the fi nal reproduction. Allow 
space for the caption when presenting <I figure that will occupy a whole column or 
page. It IS important that lines <lnd symbols be drawn sufficiently boldly to with-
.qand reduction. The size of the Icttenng should be chosen ~uch that the letter.s will 
be about I. R mm high after reduction. Should an author wish a figure to be repro-
duced without reduction, thIS should be indicated on the back of the figure. It IS. 
however, recommended that use be made of a SC<lIe bar on figures. All figure.~ 
should bear on the reverse, wmten in .~oft pencil, the name of the a11thor(s) and the 
figure number, as well as an <lJ"fOW indicicallllg the top of the figure if necessary. 
Captions for figures must be collected together and typed on a separate sheet 
headed 'Captions for Figures' . 
Taxonomic papers: The gUldehnes for Iaxollomic papers have been pnnted 1Il 
Volume 53, No.1. Contnbutors may write to the SCIentific Editor to obtain a copy 
of the requirement.~ and should note that contributions not wrillen in accordance 
with the guidelines will not be consrdered for publication 
General: The complete scientific name (genus .. ~pecies , authors) must be erted 
for every organism at the first mentIOn m the text and if at all possible, authors 
(including those report lllg on experimental results) should refer to a voucher her-
barium specimen of the plalltls) concerned III a regi.~tered herbarium . The gCl1enc 
name may thereafter be abbreviated to the mit lal except where intervening refer-
ences to other genera with the same initial could cause confusion. SC ientific name.~ 
of genem, species and sub~pec i fic categones should be typed in italics. Names of 
taxa above genenc level are not Italicized. Only S .l. metric umts with their multi-
ples and submultiples may be used, as well as those units general!y used together 
with the S.1. units (e.g. I, m[, h. min). Footnotes should be avoided a.~ far a.<; POSSI-
ble by using parentheses III the main text. 
Reprints: 50 reprints of a fu ll -length paper WIl! be supplied. and 25-50 reprrnts 
of short communicatIOns. Additional reprints can be ordered directly from the 
printers (see address on Inside front cover). 
Manuscript administration: A page charge of R12.'i per page IS leVied by the 
Bureau for Scientific Publications. An account wil) accompany Ihe p<lge proofs. 
Under exceptional circumstances the page charge may be waived. Colour pl<ltes 
may be printed, but the aU!hor(.~) will have to bear the costs. 
